
Losing Our Farms – And Food

● Sauk County, WI exemplifies a 

challenge all of America faces

● Farms disappearing causes 

rural decline, endangers food, 

drives other crises. 

● Hidden eras of history causing 

this problem, woven with my 

family’s four-generation story.



Where I Grew Up

● My upbringing and 
where I fit – or didn’t. 

● Grew up working with 
my dad, farms 
disappearing. 

● Loved my roots, 
pursued a writing 
career off the farm.



A Buried History

● Economic, political, 

technological threats 

early 1900s-today.

● My family’s story from 

Depression to today. 

● A personal cost, as well 

as costs for us all.



The Consequences

● 45,000 farms lost 
annually for past 
century. 

● Threatening the 
security, cost, and 
health of our food.

● Environment, mental 
health, division, 
national security.



Solutions? Yes, if we act.

● Lost 70%. Nearly 2M 
left – 88% small.

● Resurrect 
entrepreneurship.
○ Local niche - Potosi
○ R&D Revolution
○ Markets
○ Caring about food
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